Drought and Water Shortage in California:
Disaster Risk Management for Small Suppliers and Rural Communities

Drought planning and management involves several key activities, including but not limited to
emergency response procedures and water shortage contingency planning. Forecasting water
shortages and associated risks, acknowledging vulnerabilities, reduction mitigating for
shortages are all critical to reduce the reliance on crisis management. Below we present four
commonly used groups of activities used for drought planning. These include both crisis
management (during and post-event) and risk management (i.e. including early forecasting and
preparing to reduce risks).
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Phase Component | Roles & Responsibilities (who does what). Fill in below.

Vulnerability | DWR creating first iteration based on statewide available data,

Before and Risk to be augmented by regional organization if possible with
Disaster assessment | locally available data (GSA, County, or others)
o List priority at risk suppliers and communities (DWR
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Phase Component | Roles & Responsibilities (who does what and how). Fill in
below
Before Forecasting | Federal
Disaster — Funds science
— Data collection and monitoring, NOAA
Phase 4:
Forecast & State
Monitoring - DWR with universities, federal, WRCC; Continued
science to understand meteorology of drought
Local/Regional (GSA, County, etc)
— [to be defined here; e.g. supply assessment, shortage
forecasts, etc.]
Monitoring
water
availability
conditions
Identify
potential
water
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